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&c.: but in other instances the Energy is rendered Potential for awhile, as in the case of the floating cloud, the head of water, and the ice or snow upon the mountain tops. And, finally, these Potential Energies are constantly becoming once more Kinetic, as when the rain falls, the river flows, and the glacier or avalanche slides down the valley. Each such Kinetic Energy is of course in the act of being dissipated, by friction or otherwise, to the ethereal medium. And as before noticed, these Inorganic Absorbed Energies become liberating agents for the proper Potential Energy of the Earth, when rain or rivers wear down rocks and mountains; when glaciers or avalanches grind their bed and tear away the stones ; when storms beat the waves against the cliff; and when winds upset rocky masses. Moreover, they also act as liberating agents for Potential Energy of Organic Origin, when lightning, rain, or wind wears clown and overthrows trees or buildings, when storms sink iron ships, and when avalanches overwhelm villages.
Still more difficult to trace, because of their numerous involutions, are the vicissitudes of that Energy which assumes the Organic form. Yet we must endeavour to give some account of its main phases. The Energy which falls on the growing-plant lays up Energetic Compounds in the plant's substance and raises it to a position of visible height.